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From the Pastor

CHRISTMAS MEANS:

WNe WARMTH: Jesus was born in
AL a stable, on a bed of straw,
wrapped in swaddling clothes
and sheltered in the warmth

of a manger.

CHRISTMAS ALSO REVEALS

GLORY: Angels came from
the realms of heaven,
" bowing down to earth to
proclaim his coming.

IT'S A SIMPLE MATTER:

I3
=" Shepherds heard the

news and they were drawn to the
manger in SIMPLICITY-- not by
anything that they did, or deserved,
but simply because the love of God
came to them.

WHAT COULD BE MORE
BEAUTIFUL?

The pure light of the
Star--a royal and bright
' BEAUTY-- led the magi
to Bethlehem, where
they worshipped him.

CHRISTMAS IS A MYSTERY:

The birth of Jesus, a tiny baby,
connected God with humanity: in
Jesus, God has made his home
among mortals, and the world has
never been the same.
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May you find a quiet moment to
ponder this Good News and Rejoice!

Pastor Ann Marie
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Continuing Prayers of Concern
Many suffer ongoing challenges to life and

health. Please keep these names near at
your times of prayer and hold them before
God who knows our every need: Helen
Lamey, Joan Engel, Bob & Yoshi Campbell,
Chris Ellis, Linda Rodichok, Helen Lamey,
Mary Jane Underwood, Ruth Hoesman, Bud
Parker, Dr. Jeff Miller, Evelyn Hosler, Cecelia
Padgent, Andrea Starn, Hazie Huston, Earl
Davis, Tom Johnson, Barb Strong, Andrea
Witt, Maxine Morgan, Dorothy Clayton, Gary
Moore, Erin Johnson, and, all those who
continue to suffer from illness.

For all those who risk their lives for the
sake of freedom from oppression, especially
men and women in uniform.

Sunday Worship Hours:
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Our Shut-ins

Mary Bauerle, Irene Krafft, Harry Siebert, Ruth
Wood.

Communion ViISItS... Please
be aware that if you, as a member of
Hosanna, become seriously ill and cannot
attend one of our Sunday Worship
Services, you may contact the church
office at 740-927-3548 to arrange to have Holy
Communion brought to you at your home.

00 0000000000 0OCFOCGFONOGOOGIONONOGONONONONONONONOIO
The Newsletter Deadline is the third
Sunday of each month. The FYI Sunday

Announcement Page Deadline is
Wednesday by Noon. Please email your

articles to:  office@hosanna-lutheran.org
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Births

Congratulations to steve & Christie
Bricker on the birth of their son, Zachary Andrew.
Zachary was born on October 28, 2008. Zachary
has one four year old sister, Alli. Hosanna’'s
proud grandparents are Dick & Sandy Bricker.
May God Bless the entire Bricker Family.
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Congratulations  to Matt & Carmen
Crawford on the birth of their son, Elias, on
Monday, November 3™. He weighed in at 8 Ib. 10
0z. Mom and baby are both doing well. Elias’s
proud Hosanna grandparents are Frank & Pat

Crawford. May God Bless the entire Crawford
Family.
Baptisms

Congratulations  to Samuel Robert
Haugen, Kaitlyn Elizabeth Haugen and Jacob
Allen Nelson as they were baptized in November.
They are the children of Terry & Christina
Haugen. The sponsors for all three children are
Robert & Brigette Koch. May God Bless the
Haugen Family as they walk in His faith.

Congratulations to Emily Hanna Baker as
she was baptized on November 16th at the 11
AM Worship Service. Emily's parents are
Nathaniel & Rachel Baker. Her sponsors are
Rebecca Kist, Ben Baker & Stuart Baker.

May God Bless Emily and her entire family.

Confirmation

Congratulations... to Judd Whelan as

he will be confirmed on November 30", Judd is
the son of Leroy & Millie Haugen. May God

Bless Judd and his family as they walk in His
faith.

~ Please mark your calendars
now for the hanging of the
greens. The decorating is
scheduled for
Sunday, December 7"
at 4:30 PM.

The Hosanna Ladies Christmas
# Dinner tickets are on sale between
@ Worship Services on Sunday. The
dinner will be held at Highland Golf
Club on Thursday, December 4" at
Christmas Dinner 630 PM,  Tickets are $20 each.
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“Coalition of Care” The next
Free Community Meal will be held on
\_/JJ Monday, December 8™ at our church
from 5:30 to 7:00 PM. We are hoping
to serve 100 people. We will have
soup and sandwiches. If you can help by working
or, donating baked goods—that would be great!
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Prayer Group. .. Do you treasure some

quiet reflection time to listen to God’s voice in
your life? Join Pr. Ann Marie at 8 o’clock
Tuesday mornings. We will use scripture and the
music of Taize in this 40 minute prayer time.

oShtee Hosanna's financial operating
\ position through October 31,
AHEALTH 2008 is as follows:
Beginning operating balance for
2008 (deficit from 2007): ($8,013.31)
Total operating income from all sources thru
10/31- $288,593.04

e

Total operating expenses paid thru 10/31-
$296,779.05

Income over/(under) expenses thru 10/31:
($8,186.01)

Total "Operating" surplus/(deficit) thru 10/31:
($16,199.32)

In October, our expenses exceeded our income,
thus increasing our deficit more.

October 2008 Income  $25,673.93

October 2008 Expenses $30,959.91

DECEMBER: This is the month of ADVENT-The
Coming of the Birth of Jesus.

As we are coming to the close of the year, let us
rejoice and give thanks for all the blessings God
has given us. If you are behind in your estimate
of giving from the Congregational budget
meeting, you still have time to make up your
donations before the year comes to an end.

Mary Seal, Treasurer

2 B\ Hosanna’s Scrapbooking Njght .
(3 The evening of scrapbooking is
|@E‘é scheduled for the SECOND Friday of
Scmpbooklng each month at 7 PM.  December’s

Scrapbooking Night is set for
December 12th. If you have any questions
regarding the Scrapbooking Night, please contact
Rachel Bulderbergs at 927-5303.
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YOUTH NEWS

Kids’ Klub Sunday evenings after
dinner from 6:00 — 7:30 PM. Kids’
Klub is an extracurricular activity for
children ages 3 — 5" grade. Each
Sunday evening is filled with music, crafts and
games. Kids' Klub is working on the Christmas

program which will be presented on Sunday

morning December 21 *' at the 11 AM Worship
Service. We look forward to seeing you there.
Contact Melissa Fettrow with any questions
kidsklub@hosanna-lutheran.org or 740-739-2257.

Catechism Retreat Coming Soon

Please mark your calendars now for the upcoming
catechism retreat. We will be going to a favorite
place, Camp Oty O'kwa for the weekend of January
23 to 25, 2009. As usual, we'll have a mix of fun
activities, study sessions, and prayer times. | will
need four adults to act as camp counselors. Please
contact Pr Ann Marie at 927-3548, if you are able to
assist with this retreat.

FUN CHRISTMAS PARTY with

Caroling... Al Catechism students (6™ thru 8"
grades) are meetlng as one class on Wednesday,
December 10" from 6:30 — 8:30 PM (note change in
time). There will be no class on December 3 ™.
We will carpool and carol at Tuscany Gardens and
visit our shut-ins. When we return to Hosanna, we'll
enjoy refreshments and a $5 limit gift exchange.
Boys bring a boy gift and girls bring a girl gift to
exchange. Come join the fun!

Jr & Sr LYO... Winter Jam

When: January 31, 2009

Where: Schottenstein Center, Columbus, OH

Time: 6 PM

Cost: $10 @ the door, no advance tickets

Line up: tobyMac, BarlowGirl, Brandon Heath,
NewSong, Francesca Battistelli, pureNRG, Stepanie
Smith—Guest Speaker Tony Nolan

If you are interested in attending, please contact
Joni Connor at 964-0361.
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STEPHEN
hy MINISTRY®
HAPPY HOLIDAYS to each of you from

your Stephen Ministers, Rita Beach, Ron Cross,
John Mathias, Rhea Mathias, Carol Pierce,
Donna Ruark, Nancy Sander, and Bob Willey.

We pray that your Christmas will be filled
with the Love, Strength, Mercy and Grace of the
Trinity.

Your Stephen Ministry team is looking for a
very special present from you, our Hosanna family.
We are hoping to open our special present of love
from those within our Hosanna family, who would
like to attend the next training class to begin,
January, 2009. Our gift to you would be that you
would be trained to serve your fellow congregants
through the Stephen Ministry.

Please contact the church office, or anyone
on the Stephen Ministry team, with your desire to
serve Christ by being trained to become his heart,
hands and hugs.

Your Stephen Ministry Team, Pastor Ann
Marie, Care Committee, Lori Starn and Darlene
Gillenwater.

Announcement

...from your Stephen Ministry Team!
Hosanna is growing in need for trained
Stephen Ministers. Please prayerfully consider
participating in the next training class beginning in
January 2009. For more details contact the Pastor
Ann Marie: 740 927 3548; or Lori Starn:
Lori6477@aol.com: Darlene A  Gillenwater:
wrightwy@copper.net
A Stephen Minister is:
A child of God who serves their
fellow congregants and community
as the heart, hands and hugs of
Christ
A congregation member with gifts for
care giving
A lay person who will receive 50
hours of training and be
commissioned to serve
0 As Christ taught us: ...The
Son of Man did not come to
be served, but to serve.
Matthew 20:28
Your Stephen Leader team is praying that
YOU will find YOURSELF within the description of
the Stephen Minister listed above.
Prayerfully  submitted, Your Stephen
Minister Team, Pastor Ann Marie, Lori Starn,
Darlene A. Gillenwater, and The Care Committee
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LutheranWoman

oAy Bible Study will be held at
the home of Jane Starn, 31 Jefferson Ct. at 10 AM
on Wednesday, December 10" we begin a 3-
month study of the book of Daniel. This month’s
study is entitled Daniel: Keeping the Faith. We will
be considering what it means to live as a member of
a minority in a different culture. We learn how-
Daniel and his friends remain faithful to Jewish
dietary laws while serving the Babylonian king. Plan
to join us for the study and fellowship. Our offering
will go to the Southern Ohio Syndical WELCA.

STAMPS FOR
MISSIONS

Christmas cards are being
received at this time of the year
and each envelope has a
canceled stamp on it. Used postage stamps are still
being collected for the STAMPS FOR MISSIONS
program. Stamp dealers purchase these used
stamps and the Rose of Concern Fund at Columbus
Lutheran Village benefits. This fund assists Village
residents with extra expenses.

Please put the used stamps in the marked basket
on the bookcase in the South hallway, no metered
postage, please. Remember to leave 1/4 to 1/2 inch
margin around each stamp so they are not
damaged. Last year, over 5 pounds of stamps were
collected.

It's amazing how our throw-aways can be
transformed into funds for this mission program.
Thanks to all you stamp savers!

_Z
=

D ! / Hosanna House..

. We need volunteers to work on the

«,‘ /'~ Hosanna House...Any skill level

welcome. Mondays 5-9 PM, Thursdays

HE“J] & Saturdays 8 AM - 4 PM. Call
Annette Tracy to sign up at 964-2700.

Red Hat

“ Hosanna

Honeys... Our Christmas Holiday trip takes us to
the Davis Shai House in Heath Ohio on Saturday,
December 13th. Come experience horse-drawn
carriage and wagon rides, holiday carols from an
array of local musical talents, plus a visit from
Father Christmas. The house tour is worth the trip.
Join us for dinner at the Olive Garden and a visit to
the Davis Shai House. We will meet at Hosanna and
depart at 4:00 PM. Please RSVP to Karen Schwartz
at 964-0324, no later than Tuesday, December 9th.
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ALTAR GUILD

Advent is the beginning of the new church year.
The paraments are blue because it is the color of
hope, a central theme for Advent. The Advent
wreath which originated after the Reformation has
four blue candles, representing the four weeks of
waiting during Advent. The new blue Advent
paraments were created and sown by Sue Boring.
The blue Advent banners were made by Bobbi
Dopslaf.

Christmas is the festive celebration of the Nativity
of our Lord, the Word made Flesh. The paraments
are white which is the liturgical color symbolizing the
light and purity of Christ and our great joy at His
birth. A Christmas tree is adorned with white lights
and Chrismons (taken from the word "Christ
monograms") these are symbols of Christ which
have beenmade by members of the
congregation.

Altar Guild's annual Christmas party will be held
Thursday, December 11th at 7 PM at the home of
Diane Arps. Please bring a Christmas ornament to
exchange (under $10) and a dessert or appetizer to
share. We also will be collecting hats and mittens to
donate to LEADS. Come join us for a fun filled
evening! RSVP Diane at 927-5685.

The next regular meeting will be Thursday,
January 10, 2008 at 7:15 PM. For further
information, please call Terrie Baker at 927-6562 or,
Rini Terry at 927-8806.

from the Care Committee

The coat collection here at
Hosanna was extremely successful this year. Fifty-
nine coats and two snowsuits have been dropped
off at the LEADS center. Donations included a
variety of children's, women's and men's coats. The
Hosanna community has once again shared their
generosity with the Pataskala community. Many,
many thanks for sharing.

Faith on 8th

Thanks to everyone who participated in the serving
at Faith on 8th! Participation was great and there
was plenty of food. The Hosanna meal is always
the residents’ favorite. They were very thankful for
everyone’s efforts from cooking to serving. Great
job everyone!

THANK YOU! THANK YOUI!

The Fellowship Committee would like to thank
everyone who assisted with the Rummage Sale by
either working or bringing items to sell. It was a
huge success and we earned $659 for the Shelter
House Project. Thanks again!
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Thank You—Update
Dear Hosanna Friends,

Thank you so much for all the cards you've sent,
the prayers you have offered, and the support I've
received since | was diagnosed with gall bladder
cancer several months ago. The love and concern
you have shown have meant so much to me and my
family.

I would like to tell you what is happening in my life
since the diagnosis. Because gall bladder cancer is
so rare, and tests and exploratory surgery have
confirmed that the cancer has spread to my lungs, |
made the decision to seek a second opinion
regarding the diagnosis. | am pleased to announce
that | am now a patient of Dr. Tanios Bekall-Saab, a
well-known specialist in gall bladder cancer, who is
affiliated with the James Cancer Hospital & Solove
Research Institute at The Ohio State University. Dr.
Saab is currently conducting a clinical trial for gall
bladder cancer patients and has accepted me into
the program. | am now taking an experimental new
liquid chemo drug, currently called AZD6244, orally
at home twice a day, every day, at 12-hour intervals.
This drug is, of course, experimental, but has shown
success after its usage from other participants in the
trial. Although | have had some typical side effects
from the drug, so far, | have been able to manage
them. | am to continue taking this medication until
the end of December, when a CAT scan will reveal
if the treatment is working.

Even though | now have some hope, | ask that
you continue to keep me in your prayers. With your
prayers and God’'s help, | will strive to continue to
live my life to the fullest. Fortunately, that means |
will still be one of your pianists at the traditional
service.

Thank you, again. It is a real blessing to be part
of the Hosanna community.

Linda Rodichok
Parish Musician

MORNINGSTAR BIBLE STUDY

The ladies of Hosanna are invited to join us in our
Christmas potluck and bible study at Betty Brown-
Rose, 124 Stonegate Dr., on December 11th at
10:30 a.m. We'll begin Book 26 and a study of the
Book of Corinthians. It will be a shortened study
setting the background for the Apostle Paul's two
letters to the church in Corinth. The booklet is
available for $6.00. See Darlene Butler for a copy.
Bring a dish to share and a friend. See you there.

P QRO ORS
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HOSANNA PIECEMAKERS
Seven quilts have been tied this fall

(since the beginning of Oct.) and laid

aside for any emergency need this
winter. We'll meet again in March to begin tying.
Project Linus quilt instructions are available in the
hallway by the Pastor's offices and can be
completed on the sewing machine. Once complete,
they can be given to Darlene Butler.

Continue to turn in wrapped bars of soap for
Lutheran World Relief (box for same in the hallway)
and used sheets, blankets, and spools of thread:
Dual Duty preferred for the Piecemakers. We have
lots of fabric for tops at the present time. If you can
cut blocks at home, please call Darlene Butler at
946-1411.

Sharing our talents with those less fortunate
through Lutheran World Relief, SE OH: Appalachia
Project and Project Linus: quilts for children ages
infant to 18 years who've been traumatized.

KNIT AND CROCHET AT HOSANNA

The knitting and crocheting group will NOT meet
in December. Our next meeting will be January
19th at 7:30 PM. Prayer shawls and mini-shawls
can either be given to Liz or you can give them
directly to Darlene Gillenwater. Linus blankets
can be given to Liz or Darlene Butler. If you need
more information or patterns for the projects,
please contact Liz Ellis at home: 740-964-6007 or
via e-mail elizabeth_d_ellis@yahoo.com
Many thanks to everyone who continues to knit
and crochet! Your efforts bring comfort to many.
A big thank you also goes to those who donate
yarn and supplies! It has been used to make
some wonderful shawls!

LSS FOOD PANTRY-- HELP WANTED

The Lutheran Social Services Food Pantry
needs 4-6 volunteers on December 15, 2008
between the hours of 10 AM to 3 PMto walk
along with recipients of food to make sure they
receive all the items that are allotted them at the
Food Pantry. The clients choose, pack and
transport their own groceries. No heavy lifting is
involved for the volunteers.

The Food Pantry is located near Champion and
Frebis Avenues in SE Columbus. Directions and
a map will be available.

Please consider volunteering for this one day
for five hours at the Food Pantry. Contact Bobbi
Dopslaf at 614-861-4313 to schedule or for
further information.
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This month marks the end
of the first year since Chuck
went home with Christ.

And | would like to share a
story. It was probably the day after Chuck died,
Dec. 24"™. | made myself busy. | started wiping
counters and cabinets. If you didn't know, | do not
have great luck as a caregiver of plants. Sad, but
true. A couple years ago my granddaughters
bought a cactus for me. | remember my Mother
telling me that you just can’t kill a cactus.

As | wiped and cleaned, trying to keep busy, |
noticed in my window, my little cactus. My heart
dropped. | was certain my cactus had died. Feeling
so sad, | picked it up believing there was mold on
my cactus. | was so surprised. My cactus had
bloomed. It had new life. New life too.

Merry Christmas and thank you for all your
support this year.  Rita Beach

News from the Care Committee

We will continue to sign up to donate

food for Christmas dinners and pick out

a gift tag from the trees displayed in the

narthex. Gift tags will also be available
for moms and dads of the families. It is very
important to return the gift tags taken from the tree
with the clothes or toys purchased for the children,
moms, and dads. These tags will be used to label
the gifts. Thanks so much. This will make it a lot
easier.

The Care Committee will also be collecting items
for NEW BEGINNINGS. There is a need for Mc
Donald’'s and Wendy's coupons for the children
during the break from school. Movie gift cards from
the theater at the Indian Mound mall are also a good
gift for the children. You can bring those items on
Sunday, December 21st and we will see to it that
they get to NEW BEGINNINGS.

Please take a moment and open your hearts to
this very worthwhile endeavor. It has been
requested that the toys and clothing be left
unwrapped so that the parents may see the gifts
and wrap them themselves. All donations should be
at the church before the 11:00 AM service on
Sunday, December 21st. Thank you so very much
for your continued generosity.

If you have any questions,please feel to call Lillian
Meade at 740-927-8566.

The January Newsletter Deadline has changed

to Sunday, December 14 ™. If you have an article
that you would like included in the January
Newsletter, please email it to office@hosanna-

lutheran.org
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December

12

Larry & Debbie Chamberlin
28 Years

14

Jim & Pennie Southard
12 Years

Dec.

Terrie Baker

15

Mike & Dawn Campbell
12 Years

Susan Pugh

Nicole Walker

17

Tom & Galil Lee
31 Years

John Conarroe

Dawn Campbell

17

Harry & Betsy Siebert
9 Years

Joni Thompson

Allen Jackson

23

John & Blanche Conarroe

40 Years

Mark Borror

Allison Priest

24

Peter & Emily Shearer
1 Year

Scott Blum

Ryan Steinmetz

April Boehm

Scott M. Taylor

Sharon Mull

Ed Roach

Nancy Rich

Jackie Taylor

Layla Mock

Lanna Walker

Chris Ellis

Frank McCathran

December 7™

In Celebration of
Allen Jackson’s Birthday

Shaun Lemmerhirt

A e N T N
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December 14th

The Taylor Family
by Scott & Jackie Taylor

Marie Percy December 20™ | In Celebration of the Birth of Jesus
21 | Ken Tubaugh by Elaine Willey
21 | Dale Pugh December 28" | In Memory of Francis Steinmetz
21 | Katharina Blasco by Bill & Shirley Steinmetz
23 | Randy Rich
24 | Sarah Kleeh "o mm— o m— " .
24 | Katie Miller Joke of the month: .
25 | Donald Humphries
26 | Jarrod Carr : SAY A PRAYER
27 | Pennie Southard Little Johnny and his family were having
27 | Amanda Murray Sunday dinner at his Grandmother's house.
28 | John McGonigal Everyone was seated around the table as the
30 | Brent Mull * food was being served. When Little Johnny
30 | Abby Von Ahn . received his plate, he started eating right
30 | Adam Thompson away. “Johnny! Please wait until we say our =
31 | Amy Faust prayer.” said his mother.  “l don't need to,” =

the boy replied.
mother insisted. “We always say a prayer
before eating at our house.”
house,” Johnny explained. “But this is
Grandma's house and she knows how to

“Of course, you do,” his

“That's at our

cook!”




The Newsletter of Hosanna Lutheran Church

. I I
I# $

"% % I
| -
. (

* " | |
- +
- L %" %" I
I % $ & " .
- .
. oL $

December 2008

Poinsettias to adorn
our Sanctuary this
Christmas can be ordered

~ beginning the First Sunday
in Advent, November 30"
through the Third Sunday of
Advent, December 14",

The price will be $8
each and there are Christmas Flower envelopes
in each offering packet of our regular offering
envelopes. The flower envelope is located in the
front of December’s offering envelopes.

Please indicate on that envelope the number
of poinsettias you are ordering, your name and
telephone number as well as the names, either in
memory of, or in honor of that you are purchasing
the poinsettias. Please make all checks payable
to: Hosanna Lutheran Church

December 7™ Second Sunday of Advent
9 AM Traditional Service
11 AM Contemporary Service
4:30 PM Hanging of the Greens

December 14 ™ Third Sunday of Advent
9 AM Traditional Service
11 AM Contemporary Service

December 21 % Fourth Sunday of Advent
9 AM Traditional Service
11 AM Contemporary Service & Kids’ Klub
Christmas Pageant

December 24 ™ Christmas Eve
7 PM Family Service “Around the Manger”
11 PM Traditional Candlelight “Lessons &
Carols”

December 28 ™ First Sunday of Christmas
9 AM Traditional Service
11 AM Contemporary Service
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A metaphor for congregational life

The Poetry of Sheep

By Peter W. Marty

Occasionally a publisher sends a book manuscript
my way, asking for a review to aid some front-end
marketing. It happened again last week. | didn't
have time to read and review the book, nor did |
have great interest in it. In this case, the author had
written a treatise on why the church has so
thoroughly failed young adults. Disillusionment and
disappointment are favorite words in her argument.
The author asks, with more cynicism than
innocence, “What does going to church every
Sunday really have to do with anything?”

My first response to the book is: If your
expectations in life are unreal, your disappointments
will be huge. If in starting a family, your expectation
is that you will enjoy unceasing harmony, selfless
devotion of kids to parents, and a constant romance
of support and togetherness—Ilook out! Your fall will
be great. If your expectation for church is the thrill
of one euphoric experience after another, you'll
probably never return. If on the other hand you view
the church of Jesus Christ like a verdant garden,
you may feast forever. Yes, it's full of sweet corn
and manure, both holiness and holy mess. But it is
still the garden of God'’s grace.

My second response is: Church is always about
more than satisfying personal desires and hanging
around like-minded people. At least it ought to be.
It is a community where we have a realistic shot a
being changed, once we've immersed our lives in
the joys and sorrows of everyone else’s life. It
offers and unsurpassed opportunity to suddenly
stop life, at least once a week, and give collective
thanks for blessings too many to number.

My third response is: Some of the beauty and
significance of church is total mystery. Why certain
people would bother to love others, forgive others
and serve others in the peculiarly Christ-like way
they do is beyond comprehension. Metaphorically
speaking, it's like a jumble of words coming together
to form an unexplainable rich poem.

My inspiration for this metaphor comes from, of all
places, a sheep farm in northeastern England. A
writer there, Valerie Laws, received a public arts
council grant of roughly $3,900 to create a living
poem with living sheep. She spray-painted a single
word onto the back of every sheep. As the sheep
wander about, the words take on a new poetic form
every time they come to rest. If you've been waiting
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for an organic kind of haiku, this is it. The only way
to read the poetry, in case you're wondering, is from
a raised platform.

This is a pretty good image for the church. “We
are the people of (God’s) pasture and the sheep of
(God's) hand.” Says the psalmist (Ps. 95:7). When
trying to spell out what this meant one day, Jesus
spoke of calling each of his sheep by individual
name and leading them. According to the Gospel
writer John, this was such a strange figure of
speech Jesus was using that the people "did not
understand what he was saying to them” (John
10:6).

We in the church would do well to think of God as
writing poetry with our lives. You can't write a poem
with one word. It takes a whole flock. Half the time,
we seem a jumbled mess. Sometimes we fight over
our place. Other times, some inept or uninterested
hired hand steps in and allows the slightest sign of
trouble to scatter the flock. But always, God is
trying to figure out how to get us to be this
unexplainable rich poem we're capable of being.

On those days when the poem doesn't fall
together just right, it may be that some keys words
are missing. The poem is incomplete without them.
Says Jesus, “I have other sheep that do not belong
to this fold. | must bring them also” (John 10:16).
Their inclusion in the flock, we may surmise, would
make for the most eloquent and complete of poems.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS DECEMBER 2008

12/1/2008 | Zechariah 13:1-9 On that day God will save us
12/2/2008 | Zechariah 14:1-9 Promises concerning that day
12/3/2008 | Matthew 24:15-31 Be ready for that day

12/4/2008 | Micah 2:1-13 God will gather you all
12/5/2008 | 1 Thessalonians 4:1-18 A life pleasing to God till the end
12/6/2008 | Psalm 79 Prayer for deliverance
12/7/2008 | Mark 1:1-8 John appears in the wilderness
12/8/2008 | Isaiah 26:7-15 The way of the righteous is level
12/9/2008 | Isaiah 4:2-6 God will wash Israel clean
12/10/2008 | Mark 11:27-33 The authority behind John’s ministry
12/11/2008 | Malachi 2:10—3:1 The coming messenger
12/12/2008 | Acts 11:1-8 John and Peter baptize
12/13/2008 | Psalm 27 God’s level path

12/14/2008 | Luke 1:47-55 The mighty one raises the lowly
12/15/2008 | 1 Kings 18:1-18 Elijah condemns King Ahab
12/16/2008 | 2 Kings 2:9-22 Elisha receives Elijah’s spirit
12/17/2008 | Mark 9:9-13 Questions about Elijah
12/18/2008 | Malachi 3:16—4:6 Elijah and the coming one
12/19/2008 | Acts 3:17—4:4 Peter preaches about the prophets
12/20/2008 | Psalm 125 Prayer for blessing

12/21/2008 | Luke 1:26-38 The angel appear to Mary
12/22/2008 | 1 Samuel 1:1-18 Hannah is promised a child
12/23/2008 | 1 Samuel 1:19-28 Hannah presents Samuel to God
12/24/2008 | Isaiah 9:2-7 A child is born for us
12/25/2008 | John 1:1-14 the Word became flesh
12/26/2008 | Luke 2:1-20 The story of Jesus’ birth
12/27/2008 | Isaiah 62:6-12 Your salvation comes
12/28/2008 | Psalm 100 God’s steadfast love
12/29/2008 | Genesis 1:1—2:4a The first creation story
12/30/2008 | Psalm 136 God's steadfast love
12/31/2008 | Titus 2:11—3:7 The life of those newly born
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