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From the Pastor

We Are Withesses

Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth?

Imagine that you have witnessed an event
and are called to testify. You have just seen
something incredible but true! Seeing and
teling the truth—these are the simple
credentials that make you a witness.

“Now, please take the witness stand.”

In a courtroom, it is not just anyone who
takes the witness stand to tell what he or she
knows. One doesn’t simply volunteer to be a
witness. One is called to testify on the basis
of having seen something and one is sworn
to tell the truth about what was seen.

Being a witness to the gospel is something
like this. Jesus, the Christ, died for the love
of us, and He rose from the dead—
overcoming sin and death, once and for all.
This is the remarkable and true event that
we have experienced. And we are called
and sent to tell it to the world around us, as
His witnesses.

We will be credible witnesses if what we
speak about God’s unconditional acceptance
and love for people, rings true in the lives we
try to live. When our friends, neighbors and
relatives see God'’s loving presence

in us, and feel our surrender to God's
forgiveness, they will have an opportunity to
see the truth about Christianity. We are
called to witness. “So help us, God.”

Yours in the One we Serve,
Pastor Ann Marie

“Jesus said to them, “Thus it is written, that
the Messiah is to suffer and rise from the
dead on the third day, and that repentance
and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in
his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. You are withesses of these
things.”

-Luke 24:46-48

‘ ~amthe
RESURRECTION
| and the
LIFE.

He:who
believes in
me will
LIVE,
even though
he dies.

John 11:25
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Continuing Prayers of Concern
Many suffer ongoing challenges to life and
health. Please keep these names near at
your times of prayer and hold them before
God who knows our every need: Kaleb Ervin,
Christine Alldredge, Frank Hathaway, Joyce
Fettrow, Jim Smith, Jack Thatcher, Barb Witt,
Karl Van Deest, Kaitlyn Miller, Ron Chapman,
Harry Siebert, Marie Quinn, Dorothy Clayton,
Lorri Garrabrant, Carol Johnson, Jeannie
Scholl, Alan Edenfield, Alexandra Lipstraw,
Gary Moore, Paul Wiegerig, Erin Johnson,
Bob & Yoshi Campbell, Lois Lamb, and, all
those who continue to suffer from illness.
For all those who risk their lives for the sake
of freedom from oppression, especially men
and women in uniform.

Sunday Worship Hours: 8:30 AM & 11 AM
Sunday School 9:45 AM

Our Shut-ins

Mary Bauerle, Irene Krafft, Harry Siebert, Ruth
Wood.

Births:

Congratulations to Todd & Kelly Buxton
on the birth of their son, Tyler Brooks Buxton.
Tyler was born on January 27" at 5:20 AM. He
weighed in at 8 Ibs. 7 0z. Tyler has one two year
old sister, Lauren. May God Bless this new little
disciple of His; as well as blessings to their entire
family.

Deaths

Sonia Gamby of Arizona passed away in
February, 2008. She is survived by her
daughter, Diane Arps. May God give Diane and
her family the guidance and strength to deal with
the loss of their loved one.

Pat Red, step-mother of Jan Raymond passed
away on January 28, 2008. May God give Jan
and her family the guidance and strength to deal
with the the loss of their loved one.

f’@i Communion Visits... Please be
aware that if you, as a member of Hosanna,
become seriously ill and cannot attend one of our
Sunday Worship Services, you may contact the
church office at 740-927-3548 to arrange to have
Holy Communion brought to you at your home.
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Lenten Worship Schedule

Wed., March 5™"—Lenten Worship 7 PM
Wed., March 12" —Lenten Worship 7 PM
Sunday, March 16" —Palm Sunday
Worship 8:30 AM & 11 AM
Holy Week
Maundy Thursday, March 20"—Worship 7 PM
Good Friday, March 21*—Worship 7 PM
Saturday, March 22" _Easter Vigil 7 PM
Easter Sunday—March 23" 8:30 AM & 11 AM

Help! Mortgage & Personnel
Experts

Hosanna faces changes in its mortgage
agreement with our bank. We also were told
our preschool's worker's comp rate has
skyrocketed without explanation. Anyone
with expertise in these two areas would be of
great assistance. Call Mary at the church
office 927-3548.

Altar Guild... The Holy Week schedule
will include Foot Washingat the Maundy
Thursday service, March 20th at 7 PM. There will
be a short meeting prior to this service for all Altar
Guild members. Members will be needed to assist
in stripping the Altar during the service and
afterwards to prepare the Sanctuary for the Good
Friday service.

Help is also needed following the Good Friday
service, March 21st, to prepare the Sanctuary for
the Easter Vigil service. All members are
encouraged to participate. Many hands make light
the work!

The next regular meeting will be April 10th at
7:15 PM.

Prayer Shawls for Hosanna

Please mark your calendars for March 17, 2008
(St. Patrick's Day) from 7 until 8:30 PM for our
next meeting. Please feel free to bring a personal
project if you'd like. Everyone is welcome!
Please contact Liz Ellis (740-964-6007 or e-mail
elizabth d ellis@yahoo.com for more
information. Many thanks to everyone who
continues to knit prayer shawls! We are storing
them up for the Stephen’s Ministers and others in
need.
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Cookies for Kairos

A team of volunteers and myself are preparing
to go into The Marion Correctional Institution as
part of Kairos Prison Ministry to give a three day
course in Christian Community to 42 inmates. On
each weekend we take in nearly 10,000 dozen
homemade cookies which turn out to be a
ministry of their own. Like God’s love they are:
available to all, abundant, sweet, and can be
shared with others. Many inmates find it VERY
touching that somebody on the outside baked
cookies for them.

But the Body of Christ is bigger than just us
volunteers so, we need help. We need prayers
and we need cookies. Please consider baking as
few as two dozen cookies (Please no raisins,
icing or dusting with powdered sugar). Place the
cookies in gallon sized zip lock bags marked
“KAIROS” and leave them in the church kitchen
by April 13th. You can bake them NOW and | will
freeze them.

If you're not into baking but want to help,
financial donations are greatly needed.

Romans 12: 20-21 “If your enemies are hungry,
feed them...Do not let evil defeat you; instead
conquer evil with good.”

God Bless You,

Randy Rich

HOSANNA
PIECEMAKERS

All  ladies who are
home during the day are
invited to come and tie
quilts for Lutheran World

Relief and SE Ohio:
e Applachia Project. We'll
meet on March 13th and
27th at 10 a.m. at Darlene Butler's, 187 Brandon
Dr. Call me if you need directions: 964-1411.

Bring scissors and a sack lunch (refreshments
are provided). We have all the fabric and
supplies that are needed at this time. Thanks to
Sandy B., Bobbi D., and Darlene B. many quilt
tops were made over winter and ready and
waiting to be tied. Our tying group has dwindled
and if Thurs. is not convenient, let me know and
we'll try to arrange another day for tying. | have
materials to make quilts for a couple of years and
hoping we can help those in need of warmth by
sharing this bounty with the "least of these".
Looking forward to seeing you on the 13th.

In Christ service, Darlene
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MORNINGSTAR BIBLE STUDY

We will meet on March 20th at 10 a.m. at the
home of Bobbie Penwell, 13013 Saylor Rd.,
Baltimore. We continue our study dealing with
Israel in Rom. 11:25 "that blindness in part is
happened to Israel,..." This month we will spend
quite a bit of time in Matthew Chapter 24 where
Jesus speaks of saving the remnant of Israel from
the great tribulation that lay ahead. Book 25,
Lesson Two - Part Ill.

oS MONEY MATTERS,
/77 FACTS AND FIGURES

HEALTH We are several weeks into

the new year and, at the time
of this writing | can report that as of January 31
the financial status is as follows:
OFFERINGS
The church needs an average weekly offering of
$7015 to meet our goal for the estimates of giving
in support of the approved 2008 Operating
Budget.
Since January was a four (4) Sunday month, our
Jan. offering goal was $28,060 (4 times $7.015)
The actual offerings received for the month of
January totaled $27,485 or $575 short of our
goal.
(This year the months of March, June, August,
and November are five (5) Sunday months and
our offering goals for those months will be
$35,075.)
FYI
Over and above our normal monthly operating
expenses, the church incurs periodic (quarterly or
semi-annual) expenses that require us to have
surplus funds built up prior to payment of these
obligations. A good example of this is our
benevolence to the Southern Ohio Synod, which
we send in after each quarter.
Mark Borror, Treasurer

2y @ Hosanna’s

BoUtEl  Scrapbooking Night
'gtlz_?jpbj(i-ng There has been a
CHANGE...The evening of
scrapbooking is scheduled for the SECOND
Friday of each month at 7 PM. March

Scrapbooking Night is set for March 14th. If you
have any questions regarding the Scrapbooking
Night, please contact Rachel Bulderbergs at 927-
5303.
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Hosanna Red Hat Honeys...
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Saturday, March 8th, 11:00

a.m. leave Hosanna. The
month of March will find the Red Hats off for a trip
to Grandview Heights. There, we will have lunch
at a local restaurant along with a visit and tour of
the Ohio Craft Museum, (no charge for the tour).
The Museum'’s feature during March is an exhibit
by Christine Bothwell who is noted for her large
scale glass and ceramic sculptures. We also find
an exhibit of works comparing urban society to
that of the natural environment. You will also be
able to participate in a silent auction and visit the
gift shop. We will have time to visit some of the
additional local shops in the area. If we
experience inclement weather on March 8" the
trip will automatically be cancelled. All Hosanna
ladies over 50 are welcome to attend any of the
functions that we schedule. Please R.S.V.P. no
later than Wednesday, March 5th for
lunch reservations. If you have any questions,
please contact Karen Schwartz at 740-964-0324.

|
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YOUTH NEWS

Kids' Klub
6:00 — 7:30 p.m. Sunday
Evenings at Hosanna

= Crafts — Games — Music
m Spring Musical is May 18"
» Anyone wanting to participate,
sing in a group or sing a solo,
Contact: mjfettrow@insight.com

You do not have to be in the play/musical to come
to Kids’ Klub!

CAMP OPPORTUNITIES
Youth should start thinking about camp.
Early registration/discount before April 1%

Basic Leadership Training

Any high schooler that has completed their
freshman year can apply for this camp week.
Contact JoAnn Fettrow for more information
jojo2@columbus.rr.com

Camp Brochures were handed out to all Sunday
School Classes and Kids’ Klub. Brochures are
also available at Hosanna under the large bulletin
board in the hallway.
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CONFIRMATION CAMP:  Early discount (April

1*) and $50 scholarship money from Hosanna
puts your fees down to $235 per camper. There
is also a $15 additional discount if sending a
sibling.

EASTER EGG HUNT
Saturday, March 22" is the
date for the Easter Egg Hunt.
It is early this year! 10:00
AM —12:00 Noon!

DONATIONS NEEDED
Small wrapped candy, tootsie
rolls, hard candy, bubble
gum, small toys, balls or
items that fit in plastic eggs.
We DO NOT need any
plastic eggs! We only need the items to stuff in
the plastic eggs. Large prizes are needed for
raffles and general prize table: stuffed animals,
books, games, puzzles. THANK YOU for any
donations received! The kids will love you!

Summer Seminary Sampler

Have you noticed a passion and/or potential for
ministry in the youth of our congregation?
Consider encouraging them to participate in the
Summer Seminary Sampler program offered by
Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio.
This fantastic three-week program is open to high
school sophomores, juniors, and seniors from
across the country. Youth explore their gifts for
ministry through service projects, seminary
classes, special worship services, and more. The
program has influenced college choices, majors,
volunteer activities, and vocational direction for
over 180 faith-filled teens. If you know someone
that would be interested in Summer Seminary
Sampler, please direct him/her to
http://Sampler.TrinityLutheranSeminary.edu  for
more information. The application deadline is
April 15, 2008. Please contact Pastor Ruth Fortis
at 614-235-4136 ext. 4619 with questions.

LUtheranwomgﬂ Bible Study will meet

Wednesday, March 12" at Hosanna in the Music
Room from 10—11:30 AM followed by lunch at
The Nutcracker.
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Thank You...Thank You...

January 28, 2008
Dear Hosanna Lutheran Church,

In 1919 Evangeline Booth wrote, “...there is no
reward equal to that of doing the most good to the
most people in the most need.” Please accept
our heartfelt gratitude for helping The Salvation
Army keep our promise of “Doing The Most
Good” in Licking County.

It is friends like you who make the work of The
Salvation Army possible and make our
community a better place to live. Your recent
support of our Christmas Cheer Campaign has
helped The Salvation Army extend a hand of
compassion to hurting children here in Licking
County this Christmas.

Because of friends like you,
866 families received Christmas
food boxes
2,175 children received Christmas
toys and clothing and warm coats

Thank you for having a positive impact on the

lives of people whom you’ve never met.

Blessings,
Major Diana MeMichael, Executive Director
The Salvation Army

December, 2007
Dear Hosanna Lutheran Church,

| have received the package of cancelled
postage stamps that you sent recently to
Lutheran Village of Columbus (LVC). Thank you
so much for your support of the Rose of Concern
Program through your collection of stamps! The
Lutheran Social Services Auxiliary has teams of
people who soak the stamps off the paper and
sell the cancelled stamps in bulk to a stamp
dealer. It's surprising that cancelled stamps have
value. But this ministry has raised about $1,800
in the past year. It also provides an opportunity
for seniors to contribute to a worthwhile project
while socializing with friends.

The Rose of Concern Fund financially assists
residents at The Courtyards of Lutheran Village of
Columbus whose personal resources can no
longer cover the cost of their care. The cancelled
stamp program proceeds are added to the Rose
of Concern Fund to support senior residents so
they can live out their final years in comfort and
without concern.

While there are teams at Lutheran Village of
Columbus that assist with the stamp program, |
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am the Auxiliary Liaison and coordinate the
collection of the stamps for members. Please
make a note to send your stamps directly to me in
the future. That will help expedite the process for
Lutheran Social Services.

Thank you again for your participation in the
stamp program. And blessings to you and yours.

In His Service,
Karen Schwichtenberg,
Director of Congregational Relations
Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio
_ . HLCC Preschool Registration
preschool registration s now underway for the 2008-
% 4 %ﬁ 2009 school year that begins
@’ {’ in September.  Spaces are
[ % filled on a first-come, first-
% = serve basis. Registration
W8, information can be obtained
by contacting Ginger Franklin
at 740-964-6333 or,
ginger.franklin@hlccpreschool.org Additional
info can be obtained by visiting the preschool
website at www.hlccpreschool.org

()
"‘J*"‘“r
sl WA A New Member Class  will
ll':'._dk:-_.-'--\.-_.{- kil b . S d M h
I 7 egin on Sunday, Marc
”;;'.:;1' ¢ T New 2", The classes will run all
.|

Members Class through  the  month  of

March on Sundays at 9:45
AM at the Hosanna House. New Members will be
received at both Worship Services on Sunday,
April 6™, If you are interested in becoming a
member of Hosanna, please call Pr. Ann Marie at
740-927-3548.

Our Food Pantry
Shelves are in need of
filling...LEADS

L4 appreciates our
donations. If you are

r Pantrv able, please bring in a
; Needs food donation so, that
A

we can help those less
fortunate than
ourselves!

BRBBRNNESN
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Communion to a three
/4 =_5%  year old—A true Hosanna
S story... A three year old went
up to the altar at communion
time with her grandmother. Grandma received
communion and the little girl was blessed with a
hand on her head. She was upset when they
went back to their seats. Grandma explained that
she is not old enough to take communion but, she
was still unhappy. She went off to Sunday School
and had a good time there. In the afternoon, the
little gir’'s Dad came to pick her up from
Grandma’s house. They started talking about
church that morning. All at once the little girl
exclaimed, “Grandma tell him about the part
where | had to be quiet, wasn't allowed to talk,
had to stand in line and then they missed giving
me my snack and drink.” Communion through

the eyes of a three year old...

—__ Shopping with a toddler...

An old man was grocery shopping
*(%%* with his grandson. The toddler was
° crying and at times screaming at the
top of his lungs. As the old gentleman walked up
and down the aisles, people could hear him
speaking in a soft voice..."We are almost done,
Albert, try not to cry, Albert, Life will get better,
Albert...” As he approached the checkout stand,
he carefully brushed the toddler's tears from his
eyes and said again, “Try not to cry, Albert. We
will be home soon, Albert.” As he was paying the
cashier, the toddler continued to cry. As a young
woman in line behind him said, “Sir, | think it is
wonderful how sweet you are being to your little
Albert.” The old gentleman blinked his eyes a
couple of time before saying, “Miss, my

grandson’s name is John. I'm Albert.”

A Bishop’s comforting words...

A woman was in her Church speaking to the
congregation about something very close to her
heart and became quite emotional during her
speech. At the end, after some crying, she
apologized saying, "I'm sorry. | didn't mean to get
so emotional. I'm not usually such a big boob." At
which point the bishop stood up and said, "That's
OK, we love big boobs."
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Newspaper Headlines...

Something Went Wrong in Jet Crash, Expert
Says...

Police Begin Campaign to Run Down
Jaywalkers...

Miners Refuse to Work after Death...

Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant...
War Dims Hope for Peace...

If Strike Isn’t Settled Quickly, It May Last Awhile
Cold Wave Linked to Temperatures...

Red Tape Holds Up New Bridges...

New Study of Obesity Looks for Larger Test
Group...

Kids Make Nutritious Snacks...
Local High School Dropouts Cut in Half...
Hospitals are Sued by 7 Foot Doctors...

(And the winner is...)
Typhoon Rips through Cemetery; Hundreds Dead

)
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Bulletin Bloopers...

The Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles
and other items to be recycled. Proceeds will be
used to cripple children.

Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning
at 10. All ladies are invited to lunch in the
Fellowship Hall after the B.S. is done.

A songfest was hell at the Methodist church
Wednesday.

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of
our church and community.
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Pr. Ann Marie Winters
Jane Starn
Benjamin Newland
Karen Schwartz
Robert Thornton
Cathi Varnum
Nate McLeod
Justin Mohler
Annette Plasterer
Christina Myers
Dean Shrigley
Paula Reliford
Karen Combs
Darlene Gillenwater
Stephanie Keane
Ericka Stemen
Bobbi Dopslaf
Todd Spring

Don Burkey

Cristi Lemaster
Michael Seal
Julie Martin

Dee Dee Jimison
Ronson Reliford
Dave Engel

Linda Taylor

Zach Young
Bryce Bulderbergs
Jim Southard
Mathew Kaufman
David Lynd

Sue McLeod
Colleen Sass

Neil Von Ahn
Marie Lester
Nancy Dickerson
Stacey Blum
Jason Frownfelter
Fred McLeod
Brian Bricker
Bryon Smith
Steve Wysocki
Aubrea Rhoades
Shai Rhoades
Jason Walters
Justin Walters

March

Celebrating

At Hnn.-'?éﬂ.rﬁf:?;f This Man
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29 Rosanna Moore
29  Carolyn Harne
29 Susie Zavotka
29  Rodney Ruark
29  Jackie Roach

29 Blain McCormick
30 Kayla Napier

30 Jim Krebs

March 5 Brian & Shelly Bricker
3 Years
14  Scott & Marlene Kirkpatrick
10 Years
17  Steve & Mary Seal
35 Years
21  Jim & Donna Roberts
21 Years
27  Alan & Becky Stephens
22 Years
March 2 In Thanksgiving for the birth of
Bobbi Dopslaf's great
grandson, Isaac Carmen, son of
Kayleigh Dopslaf & Gabriel
Sanchez
March 9 In  Celebration of Ericka
Stemen’s 18 " Birthday by Lisa
Stemen
March 16 In  Celebration of Alyson’s
Birthday by Grandmother Eva
Petty
March 23 For the Glory of the Risen Lord
by Linda Rodichok
March 30 In Memory of William Harper,

Father of Thelma Borror

The 2008 Flower Chart is in the hallway by the
Pastors offices. Please take a moment to sign
up to provide the Altar Flowers for any
Sunday during 2008.
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@ STEPHEN MINISTRY.

As Stephen Ministry Leaders, Lori and |
(Darlene) have many to thank for the successful
completion of the first training class.

Number one and foremost is a big thank-you to
Pastor Ann Marie.

Lori and | truly appreciate her time, talents and
spiritual guidance during our past few months of
training. The training was a time for learning and
teaching for each of us as this is/was the first
class of many to come.

We also wish to thank her for responding to our
“emergency” emails; attending meetings and
most importantly we wish to thank her for leading
our worship service, with communion, which
closed the fifty hours of training.

Also, a big thank you for our Parish
Administrator, Mary Marvin who has been
invaluable to our training classes... she compiled,
designed and copied our Resource Booklet which
is a valuable tool needed by each Stephen
Minister. Mary reminds us each month to
prepare for the upcoming newsletter and bulletin.
Also, Mary helped when the Stephen Ministry
needed loads of copies for their upcoming
sessions with their Care Receivers. The copies
are needed to assist the Stephen Minister in
compiling their reports to keep the Stephen
Ministry Team informed about how things are
going with their Care Receiver... this is not
something which is taken lightly... it is
necessary... and Mary keeps the copies
coming...she also fulfilled the need for endless
copies needed during our training.

We also wish to thank Terrie Baker for providing
a wonderful luncheon, within a gorgeous setting,
in the Fellowship Hall, Saturday, February 9th.
She and her daughter, Arye, provided lunch with
dessert and to top off the holiday spirit we had a
Valentine theme. The setting was dark red table
cloths with heart shaped cakes... It was perfect!

Also, we want to thank Pastor Wayne, Council,
The Trust Fund Committee, and the
Congregation. We want to thank each and every
ONE who has worked to help implement the
program. Our thanks go to each of you who have
held up, and will continue to hold up, the Stephen
Ministry to the Lord for guidance, insight, and help
for each of us to provide the tender care needed
for our individual Care Receivers through one-on-
one care.
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STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE:

1. Commissioning: February 10", 2008 of all
eight members of the first Stephen
Ministers.

2. Assignments: We are in the process of
setting-up interviews for perspective Care
Receivers.

3. First Peer Supervision Group: February
25", 2008: This will be the first of the
continuing education and supervision
meetings. Such meetings will be held
twice a month, Monday evenings,
beginning at 6:30 PM and concluding at 9
P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

The Stephen Ministry Team, Pastor Ann Marie,
Darlene Gillenwater, Lori Starn, and The Care
Committee
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SCRIPTURE READINGS MARCH 2008

3/1/2008 | Psalm 81 We drink from the rock

3/2/2008 | 1 Samuel 16:1-13 David is chosen and anointed

3/3/2008 | Isaiah 59:9-19 We are blind and await God

3/4/2008 | Isaiah 42:14-21 God will heal the blind

3/5/2008 | Matthew 9:27-34 Jesus heals the blind

3/6/2008 | Isaiah 60:17-22 God our light

3/7/2008 | Acts 9:1-20 Saul’s blindness

3/8/2008 | Psalm 146:3-9 Praise to God

3/9/2008 | Ezekiel 37:1-14 The dry bones of Israel

3/10/2008 | 1 Kings 17:17-24 Elijah raises the widow’s son

3/11/2008 | 2 Kings 4:18-37 Elisha raises the Shumenite child

3/12/2008 | Matthew 22:23-33 God of the living

3/13/2008 | Jeremiah 32:1-9, 36-41 Jeremiah buys a field

3/14/2008 | Ephesians 2:1-10 Alive in Christ

3/15/2008 | Psalm 143 Save me from death

3/16/2008 | Matthew 21:1-11 Jesus enters Jerusalem

3/17/2008 | John 12:1-11 Mary of Bethany anoints Jesus

3/18/2008 | John 12:20-36 Jesus speaks of his death

3/19/2008 | John 13:21-32 Jesus foretells his betrayal
Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-

3/20/2008 | 14 The Passover of the LORD

3/21/2008 | Isaiah 52:13-53:12 The suffering servant

3/22/2008 | Job 14:1-14 Hope for a tree

3/23/2008 | Acts 10:34-43 God raised Jesus on the third day
Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-

3/24/2008 | 21 Israel crosses over the Sea

3/25/2008 | Joshua 3:1-17 Israel crosses into the promised land

3/26/2008 | Matthew 28:1-10 Matthew’s account of the resurrection

3/27/2008 | Song of Solomon 2:3-15 The song of lovers in the garden

3/28/2008 | Colossians 3:1-17 The new life in Christ

3/29/2008 | Exodus 15:1-18 The song of the sea

3/30/2008 | Acts 2:14a, 22-32 God fulfills the promise to David

3/31/2008 | Jonah 1:1-17 Jonah saved from the sea
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Why Worship?

It's a rather amazing event. People voluntarily getting up on a day off and coming to behave in ways
they never do from Monday through Saturday. We sing through an ancient liturgy that often holds
little meaning, and then suddenly a word, a tune knocks us over with the presence of God. We greet
people we do not know well but sincerely wish them the peace that only God can give. We put money
in an offering plate; often times a considerable sum for our expense account. We don't know exactly
how it will be used, but we think of it as God's money to be done as God sees fit for the building up of
his community of faith in this world; that we might be witnesses to others for all he has done. Week
after week we listen to a sermon in the hopes that at least it may have the power to encourage us to
keep putting one foot in front of the other; and at best; to transform our lives into disciples of Jesus.
Week after week, we can bring a ton of hope to the House of God Sometimes we're disappointed.
Nothing happens, maybe even negative stuff. Someone we look forward to seeing snubs us.
Someone is busy doing other things and distracts us. Or, one of the pastors said something that
really angered us! Why did we even bother?

How about this picture: worship is an act of sacrifice. We come into the Lord's sanctuary. We bring
ourselves forward to stand at the altar. Basically, we are offering ourselves to God to do with us as
God pleases. We put ourselves in God's path. Then we trust in faith that God will know what to do
with us for the sake of His creation. Maybe he will inspire us to bring healing to someone. Maybe he
will simply enjoy our presence without effecting any change in us. Perhaps God will strengthen our
spirit and encourage us in our daily challenge. Or, could it be the Holy Spirit will just put us "on a
shelf" and age us until we are ready for the ministry that Christ would have us carry out. That would
mean waiting on the Lord with no visions of grandeur and excitement. That would mean wondering
why we didn't sleep in, but coming anyway.

See, there are tons of benefits we receive when we put ourselves in the oncoming path of God. But,
first and foremost; we don't come to "get." We come to give! We don't get to choose the exact job
God will give us. We come to worship; to offer ourselves before the Lord who has made us his own.
What an unusual thought - God working grace through mere mortals who put themselves in His way.
Maybe that's why we worship.

EASTER LILY ORDER FORM
| would like to order Easter Lilies at $8.00 each.

Given in MEMORY of Given in HONOR of
(Please check the appropriate box.)

(Please print)
My check, payable to HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH for $
is enclosed. Please be aware that you are purchasing this Lily to beautify our
Sanctuary for our Easter Services. The lily is yours and, you may take it home
after the 11 AM Easter Service concludes.

Signed:

ORDER DEADLINE: Palm Sunday, March 16, 2008

10
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